Route 2 Box 434
New Boston, Texas 75570
April 16, 1999

(17263 99 MR26 49:14
Lyle D. Jaffe
Dockefs Management, FDA/DHHS
12420 Parklawn Drive
Room ] -23’Rockvillle, Maryland 20857
Re: Docket 98P-0203/CP

[ am enclosing a copy of an article from an animal welfare organization regarding treatment of hens in the
egg industry.

I am immediately boycotting eggs until the industry revises its procedures. 1 support the effort to ban
forced molting of layer hens.

1 would like a response to this letter.

Thank you.

JUDITH J. DURHAM
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he livey of today’s hicus are

wisersble enough o begin

with: Hens wsed for dhcie cggs
e wquceced with up w0 five others
sota an indonr, wire cage with floor
sprave the sire uf 4 folded newspaper!
Hoen 1 flap shir wings and walh
o, these dhickens are barely able
omoa e mest Can pever even sit
comtuiably’ To stop dhent Tron
pevking at ewh other our of
devperation, workers slice off the
ks beaky with 2 hodhlade,
smnetiones a.cidenia ; renoving part
of the binds" 1engues or faces as well.
Bt when o produciion drops, ¢
Leant 75 pescent of the 260 million
Liying bens in North America enduse
wother bizaree torment: Producers
arein i o force one last laying cycle
wut of e exhausted spent hens before
wenling thepr 1o slaughice. They do it
by cruclly and wnnatueally forcing the

hens into o Fmolt.” In nature, hens

toplace old feathers with new ones
wvary singleYyear and spend about four
ping old feathers and

mathy don
i

Tha natural Iespan of a chlcken Is ;
510 ?0 years. 'Bmllm laru xlauuhlg

growing new ones. During moliing
season, heus don't produce eggs—an
interruption factory fasmees find
unaccepably vaprofitable.

Forced moling throws heos” systems
inta collapse, steessing ami shocking
liess quickly

them into Josing their fc
and lurcing theit worn-out bodies into 3
new Laging cyele.

Resnar h shows that tarced molifng s
najsr cause of salmonella poisoning In
aggx The suessiul condiifons iveakei he

s birds’ Immune systems so badly lhal they
become Drone Io disease, hone breakage ©

nd salmonella Infections!
he resull Is sick birds and
nnlamlnaled eggs

1

‘To trick the hens into fayiog moce
eggs. they are deprived of food and water
for two weeks or mote, Qur researchers
uncovered hundieds of thousands of
hens slowly and painfuily starving o
death as 2 resule of this trauaa, Typically,
birds who survive grow weak, shed all
cheic feathers and lose up te 35 percene
of their body weight. Scotish researcher
Dr. Peter Dun says food deprivasion can
last "undil their combs oo blue”™ from
lack of nutritiun. Tu shock the birds'
systems further, dhey are kept in weal
datkness for weeks on end.

As the duys of wrture go on, many
birds-—worth only pennics cach 1o the
factory farmer—die. The scared,
confised survivors” crowded cages fill
with roting corpses aad manurc-covered
feathers. The starving hens peck
feantically ac cheir empry feed tays, and

Each year, sgmething hideous happens in
ihe egy mduslrv Faclory famicrs

Inlmmuual(y starve millions of heus for up
to eight weels. This is the birds' siory.

Pty Sarl

many sesort e ening fuathers, Foeeed

waksing abso weakiens eas” bones,

resulting in Fgile o biuken limbs

When ey production finally

becomes tou o 10 be prafiable, e

Almost unrecognizable as hens
after © yeur in a laying cage. 1

niale ‘chicks per yoar are shoved Inlg
lasnc naus and fett lo :unoram ar be

S*To the eog hraduccr. a major advantags
. of [nduced melitng Is the reduction in time
t 1 that the house Is no! productng Income

Because flacks are replaced less

2.1 leequently, the faylug hiouss witl be emiply -
3

less olien, which can help smooth oul the
1. £0@ producer's cash Now,” s

from the Poultry Sclence and

Technology Gulde (Extenslon puuu-ry'

weary hens wre senc oshglier, Because
adifetinie of abuse b Left them wiely
injuics fike broken bunes, ouring

alise

sesand el hemoslaging,

they ne ased in fuads i Bike died reue

ste ol there barered ad hinbsald
N, tike dicken soup and
curtipaiion sninal faod.

Fareed moking is so cruel
thar, in TYR7, it was banoed in
Crean Beitain, aanb wost Fanopean
cauntries da not allow food
depivation foe e dhan 24
hows. Yer, in Nooh Aneica,

ne bues proeet these poor
binds, and s you read ihis,
more than 6 onllian frens are

lcing free molied.

..THE lNCREDlBlE INEDIB[E EE[‘ )-
Eg yotks contaln a whopplng 213 mu of’
i cholestera! each; servlng un Just ana egg

" lar breakias each morsing can ralse your

7°: chalesterol Jevel by as much as 10 ...
¢ triple thelr risk of breasl cancer. Eggs
. also causs foad polsoning and contribule
o locoesily, heyt disease and ulher
¢ serlous hzal(h problems

golnts! In fact, women wha £al egqs dally

@ Stop cating egys, and cducare
¥ odiers! Contace PETA for free
eppless recipes.

@ !f recipes-call for eggs, substitute tofu,
comercial ez 1eplacer, arrowi oot or

bananas.

® Tuil the US. Tood and Drug
Adiministration that you supporg the
petition 1o ban the forced moldng of
layer hens (docket 98P-0201/CP) Wrice
wilyle O jaffe, Cockets Management,
FOMADHS, 12430 Parklawn Dr, Roam
1-23, Rouckville, 14113 20857,

@ Ask the US. Dueparunent of
Agricelture to ban lorcéd maliing of
ayer fens. Wit wi D Ron Deblaven,

81 Riverdale, D "‘()7]7
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enny and Sweet Pea spent the first -

four months of their lives fn a tiny -«
wire cage among rows of other cages. 4"
Together with thousinds of other
miserable hens, they were kepe In a factory
faemn. Their food was mixed with sawdust
and antbiotics. They weren't able to move
ofr strecch and never even saw the sun. L
One dark night, kind strangers splrited
Penny and Sweet Pea away (o safety. When
the hens arrived at their new home, they ©
bad scraggly feathers, slckly combs, and *:
mutky eyes. They had never watked or . :
spread their wings, and chey :suld hardfy
stand up, let alune Byt - .
Lovingly nursed back to )vn!m afew
monils liter these once sad, sickly birds -
had complecaly changed! They love to run
la the yard on their strony litele fegs,
darting around like dancers with snowy
festhers, red combs, and brighe eyes. They
gabble up sunflower secds, guiss, grapes
and spaghucti—their vegetarian worms!
With their fill of fresh alr, exercise,
good fuod and love, Penny and Sweet Pea ;
have becuime so strang that they can fly
up (o the roof of the chicken house and
back down to the ground. They love 1o ;
perch in a big, lealy tree next to the .l

kitchen porch with their friend Henn
Visltars walking outside often discover the
three friends resting quicdy in the -
branches. They love sheir perches so much
that sometimes thelr human guardlan has
to climib up 2 ladder to bring them down
at night and ake them 1o their coop, !
where they'll be safe from raccoons and
awls. They grumble and cluck when they
see her coming to take them Indooss! ]
* Penny and Sweat Pea will Hive ont the
seof thelr fives n peace. Help oihers &
like thein have 2 chanca to b

ooy of Kuaveo 1,
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Judith J. Durham
RR 2 Box 434
New Boston, TX 75570

The Humane Society of the United States

/acsy o

Lyle D. Jaffe

Dockets Management, FDA/DHHS
12420 Parklawn Drive

Room 1-23

Rockville, MD 20857
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